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OCCUPIED WITH CUBA

The President Continues to Study
the Situation.

CONFERENCES AT THE VHITE HOUSE

Assurance of Executive Action in a

Few Weeks.

REPORT OF

MR. CALHOUN

The President continues to ocecapy him-
self with the Cuban situation. This morn-
Ing he had a couference with Senator Bur-
rows, who is known to be cognizant of the
President’s plans in regard to Cuba and
to jidorsze them. From the White House
Senator Burrows went to the State Depart-
meni. After receiving several callers Sec-
retary Alger and Senator Hanna were with
the President a long time. 1t Is not known
that i(beir visit had any connection with
the Cuban guestion, but they vere fol-
lowed by Secretary Bliss and Judge Day.
Secrelary Bliss informed the President that
the report of the forestry commission would
be ready to go to Congress Monday. It
will be sent through the Presiilent.

After Messrs., Bliss, Alger and Hanna
bad gone Judge Iy remalned with the
President some time. They talked over

some papers which the assistant secretary
of state carried to i(he White Hous¢ with
him. The facl that Judge hay iz thounght
te be in charge of Cuban matters lends
calor to the belief that his frequent con-
sultations with the Presiden: are on this
subject.
Action in n Few Weeks.

These events, together with the confer-

ence today of Speaker Reed and Secretary

Bherman, strengthen what has been shown
in The Star—that the President is rapidly
approaching the action which is promised
from him. Members of the House who
were at the White House today and yester-
day assert positively that they have re-
ceived assurances that the Presldent will
act in a few weeks, They regard this as a

promise In good faith to be carried out,
and In no way look upon It as a ruse to
prevent action by the House cn the Senate
resolution,

Som+ of these members are fretting un-
der the delay. The trip lo be made to
Nashville next week Is regarded in some
gquarters with” suspicion, as tending to hold
the Hq« off. It i= at least considered
fortu or the plans of the administra-
tion. aker Heed has had no conference
with the President up to this time, as has
been s<tated. The administration, however,
feels that he will be able to delay action
until the proper time.

A close friend of the President said at
the White House today that the alleged
offer 1o allow the Cubans to purchase their
independence would not be the culmination
of the action which is to be taken. It is
asserted in a newspaper article that an
offer of medlation en the part of this coun-
try has already been mude and rejected
by Spain, an intimation that Spain may
have rejected a suggestion that the Cubans
be allow ed to purchase thelr freedom. It is
denivd that this has taken place.

-yt

Mr. Calhoun's Report.

To set at rest the common expectation
thit a more or less sensational report upon
the sitvation In Cuba Is looked for any day
Ly the President, it may be stated that it
is pagt of the understanding under which
Mr. Calhoun went to Havans that he is
not to make a report by mail or telegraph,
or, indeed, at all, unless absolutely neces-
sary, until he returns to Washington, and
even then his observations may be com-
municated to the President verbally and
not in an official form, for it i= stated that
Mr. Calhoun's only officlal duty is an in-
vestigation of the Ruiz case.

The Speaker Sees Secretary Sherman.

Speaker Reed conferred for some time
with Secretary Sherman, presumably
touching the legislative prospects of the
Morgan belligerency resolution.

The siormy events at Madrid yesterday
have not escaped observation, and there is
some apprehension of reflex action in Cuba.

Will Wait on the Administration.

The House of Representatives will act on
the Cuban resolution when the administra-
tion Is ready for such action, and not_ be-
fore. This is the determination of the
leaders, and the power exists to enforce
authority in the House. Probably the
democrats will make an effort to have the
Morgan resolutions considered Menday, but
there i= no chance of its amounting to
anything more than a brief demonstration.

The purpose of the leaders of the House
is to uct with the administration In this
meatter, and not to permit sentiment to In-
terfers with their plans. Many members
of the majority =ide of the House are in
favor of immediate recognition of Cuban
belligerency, and some of them are cx-
tremely impatient. Talk of trying to force
actlon hy calling for a republican caucus
1= belnz indulged in.

Ther: is no prospec:, however, that any-
thing will come of tuls. It does not seem
possibl: that anything favorable to the
resolucion passed by the Senate could be
recomplished in such a caucus, and there
i# nothing to warrant the belief that any
consideranle number of republican repre-
sentatives could be induced to actively op-
pose both their leaders In the House and
the President.

Moreover, the expectation that the Presi-
dent will soon take definite action in the
Cuban matter is enough to restrain most
ef the Cuban sympathizers among the re-
publicans in the House, and to relleve them

* desire to have a chance for a
vole at once.

FProbably 1,200 Destitute Americans.

Secretiry Sherman this morning received
& cable message from Consul General Lee
at Havana acknowledging the receipt of
instructions to draw upon the State Depart-
ment for §10,000 for the rellef of Americans
in distress in Cuba, and saying that he had
already acted in accordance therewith.

In addition, he stated that the number of

destitute Americans will probably reach
1,200, The consul at Matanzas has re-
ported 257 destitute, and the consul at Sa-
gua 4%, He estimates that the rts
from the lesser points will swell the num-
ber to 1.200.

An Arrested Ameriean Freed.
Con=ul General Lee has Informed thi
Department of State that Fernando Govin,
& naturalized American citizen, arrested in

Cube, has been released from custody on
his promise t) leave the island.

OKLAHOMA AND STATEHOOD.

Preposed to Unite With the Indian
Territory.

Governor Cassius M. Barnes of Oklahoma

called on Secretary Bliss today before leav-

ing for Guthrie. Governor Barnes, In
speaking to a Star

|
|

af the Union as
& state, sali the prevalling ides In the
“territory now i o admission until
come into the Union as a single state. This
be thought, eould be mecomplished in 2
few years. Governor Barnes will jeave
for Guthrie tomorrow morning.

BELT FULL OF DIAMONDS

Two Wealthy Men of 8t. Louis Arrested for
Smuggling.

Custom House Inspectors Found $3,000
Weorth of Property Concealed

on Their Persons.

NEW YORK, May 22.—Richard M.
Bcruggs, a St. Louls mlillionalre, and E.
G. Langhorne of the same city were ar-
rested by custom hovse inspecztors as they
ptepped off the steamer St. Paul an its
arrival ffom Southampton today. They
were arrested when they made their dec-
laration, as If warning had been telegraph-
ea when Lthey left BSouthampton. The
charge against them 1Is amvggling, and
the inspectors, when they searched Lang-
hcrne, found a belt containing diamonds,
Jewelry and waiches. Similar articles were
found in Mr. Scruggs' pockets. Some val-
uzble lace was also captured. The cap-
tured stuff is estimated roughly to be
worth $3,000. Mr. Scruggs declared for
himself and Langherne to the amount of
§25 dutiable property.

“1 guess its all right,” remarked Mr,
Scrugks, smilingly, as he handed his dec-
laration to the inspector.

“No, It is not all right,” said the officer.

“Why, what's the trouble?’ asked
Scruggs, still smiling.

“We will have to search you and your
corgpanlon.” was the inspector’s reply.

“Search me!" exclaimed Mr. Scruggs.
“What do you mean? Do you dare insult
me? 1 am a respected citizen of tnis coun-
try, end you insult me at your peril. You
are lmpertinent.”

“I can't help that,” replied the inspec-
tor. "1 will have to search you.”

Mr. Scruggs threatened and then plead-
ed, but the search was made.

The two men waived examination before
Commissioner Shields and were held in
$2,000 ball. It was learned that Seruggs
and Langhorne went to England to sell
the patent on a calculating machine and
got $200,000 for it.

Scruggs' explanation is that he bought
the jeweiry for the teachers of the St.
Louls Sunday School Union, of which he
12 the president, and that ke was told in
England that they were not dutiable. Mr.
Langhorne is his secretary. Scruggs SAYS
ihat it was Langhorne who declared for
the two that there was nothing more than
$25 worth of dutlable goods.

Bcruggs is the head of a big St. Louis
dry gocds house,
—

FOUND IN A MOUND.
Remnins of a Female Dlaenﬁered by
Explorers Near Point Pleasant.
POINT PLEASANT. W. Va.,, May 22.—
There are quite a number of mounds in
this vicinity and they sre attracting the
attention of explorers. At Central City
there i1s 2 very large mound near the cen-
ter of the town, while at Kellogg are three
located pear the river bank. Numerous
others are scattered about the vicinity of

Ceredo.

Franklin 8, Cooley of Kellogg has just
completed the exploration of one of the
mounds there. In the center at the depth
of eight feet with the head toward the
north was found a perfect skeleton of an
adult female five feet and five inches long.
She had been wrapped in the skin of an
animal, and above and below were ashes
and charccal and burnt earth over an inch
thick. The skin was similar in appear-
ance to gelatine and dissolved on exposure.
Around the shoulders and extending down
to and acroes the abdomen was a double
string of ivory beads and around the neck
a strirg of what appeared to be pearls.
The former were in a good state of preser-
vation except where crossing the abdomezn,
where they crumbled. The string now is
aboul five feet long and has about 400
beads. The pearls unfortunately went to
dust, and but about a dozen were saved.
They range in slze from a millet seed to a
large pea; among those that crumbled
were some considerably larger.

The head was wrapped with the same
material as the body, but has the appear-
ance of being a fAner texture, similar to
isinglass, and was in a good state. A
thorough and minute search falled to find
any trace of woven fiber or cloth, the cloth-
irg having apparently having been all of
skins.

There was nothing elee found except a
clippilng from a flint implement. There
were ashes and charcoal every few inches,
showing that fires had been lighted from
time to time as the mound was building.
The teeth are perfect and beautiful; the
head is symmetrical, and it may be pre-
sumeéd the cwner was handsome. Thit she’|
was beloved and of influence may be In-
ferred from the size of the mound that
formed her tomb.

—_—
LADD'S BODY !I.ECO\'ERE:D_.

Remanins of the Oregon Milllonaire,
Which Were Stolen Monday.
PORTLAND, Ore., May 22.—The body of
the late millionaire banker, W. 8. Ladd,
which was stolen from the grave last
Monday night, has been recovered, and
Daniel G. McGone, a middle-aged farmer,
living near Oregon City, and Charles Mont-
gomery, a young man, who also resides

rear Oregon City, are under arrest.

Montgomery has made a confession im-
plicating McGone and two other men, who
are yet at large. After Montgomery had
made his confession he took the officers
to the spot where the body was burled.
This was on McGone's farm, one mile and
a half from Oregon Clty, on the Willlam-
ette river.

The body was found practically in the
same condition as when removed from the
grave. The principal clue leading to the
arrest of the men and the recovery of the
body was a drawing knife with which the
casket was opened and which was left at
the grave. A blacksmith at Milwaukee
made the knife, and when It was shown to
him by detectives he immediately recog-
m:eduutheon.hehndmadetsrle—
Gone a short time before.

—_—

BRYANT'S STORY DISCREDITED.

His Statement Incriminnting Pastor
Gibson Wil Not Help Durrant.”
SAN FRANCISCO, Cal, May 22 —Abso-
lutely no credence 1s given by elther police,
public or press to the sworn statement of
W. T. Bryant of the Coloradas soldiers’
bome, In which he seeks to implicate Pas-
tor Gibson In the murder of Blanche La-
mont. It is supposed he Is either demented
or a crank with abnormal thirst for noe

- o dd Is quoted as ha

vernor Bu [
f that he would not l'l'?terfere‘l:ntﬁ vming nk:
new testimony was adduced to warrant
& court in giving the murderer Durrant
& new trial or settirg him free.

——
SPECIAL SBESSION CALLED,

AUSTIN, Texas, May 22—The Texas leg-
islature adjourned sine die yesterdiy after

| partment. The guspension of the vouch-

AT THE WHITE HOUSE

Callers Were Excluded Because of
Important Conferences.

VIRGINIANS. AMONG THE VISITORS

Candidates Mentioned for Distri_ct
" Offices.

PATRONAGE FOR EENTUCKY

The President has been a busy man to-
day on some important subject, as callers
were excluded from early in the day. Sec-
retary Porter has also been hard pressed.
The indications were that important mat-
ters of some nature were being transacted.
Conjecture led to the idea that Cuba was
at the bottcm of the rush. .

Colonel E. A, Buck, the new minister to
Japan, will leave for S8an Francisco Mon-
day and sail for Japan on the 26th. He will
stop at Hcnolulu for a week before golng
to the end of his destination. z

The usual Kentucky contingent was witn
the President some time today. Senator
Deboe and Represertative Evans, who
have been represented as fighting each
cther over the interral revenue collctorship
of Louisville, talked over the matter Lo-
gether with the President, but no conclu-
ficn was arrived at. Both deny thal there
is any unfriendliness in the contest. The
President has promised to consider the
matter, but has made ro promises. Senator
Deboe thinks he has the right to name C.
E. Sapp, and Mr. Evans thinks he ought to
be allowed to name George Gates., Mr.
Evans introduced Hewltt Green of Louis-
ville to the President. Mr. Green is an ap-
plicant for a consular appointment.

The Kentuckians are putting up a great
fight for W. A. Gaines for register of the
treasury. They talked with the President
in his behalf this morning, and received
assurances that his name would be con-
sidered, although a few days ago they were
discouraged by a remark made by the
President.

Other forces are at work for Gaines,
who is working energetically. A delega-
tion of colored men, consisting of James
8. Myers, John 8. Carter, W. E. Scott, J.
C. Curry, Wm. 8. Foster, T. 8. Scott and
W. B. Shaw, called on the President to
present him with a memorial In favor of
the appointment of Galnes. They state
that Gaines Is a representative of the
young colored republicans of this country,
and worthy in every way of the place. His
good qualities are highly eulogized.

Representative Marsh of Illinois was a
caller, with Henry E. Asp, national com-
mitteeman of Oklahoma, and Beymour 8.
Price of the same territory. Mr. Marsh
and Mr. Asp indorse the candidacy of Mr.
Price for secretary of the territory of Ok-
lahoma.

For District Offices.

Representatives Davenport and Sturte-
vant of Pennsylvania are pushing two con-
stitutents -for District of Columbia offices
and have seen the President In their be-
half. The ecandidates are Rev. J. Boyd
Espy for pension agent in this city, and
Col. Jokn B. Compton of Meadville lor
register of wills. Col. Compton was a
classmate of President McKinley when the
latter went to school at Meadville,

The President on Wednesday withdrew
from the Senate the nomination of Simon
8. Matthews as register of the land office
at Jackson, Mliss. The nomination was
made about & month ago, and was then
consldered a blow to National Committee-
man HiH, the colored leader of Mississippl.
Matthews belonged to the opposing faction
in that state. At the time the nomination
was made HUl was under charges which
have since been disproved. He managed to
keep Matthews' nomiration from being
confirmed, and, through the assistanc= of
Senator Hanra, induced the President to
withdraw the nomination. Mr. Matthews
was at the White House today to see Lhe
President. He hopes that the nomination
will be returned to the Senate, and will try
and show the President that HIll is uot
doing right.

Virginia Patronage.

Representative Walker and four leaders
in Virginia politics—George E. Bowden,
Fark Agnew, Col. J. D. Brady and Judge
Edmund Waddill—went to the White House
to talk with the President about Virginia
matters ia general. They made an ap-
pointment for another day.

Senator Progtor and Representative Grout
of Vermont introduced Colonel Hoskine, a
prominent citizen of their state, to the
President.

Representative Ellis of Oregon saw the
President In an endeavor to Eet actiion on
Oregon cases. Oregon has so far secured
cne office, and wants several more. The
Oregon people are still hopeful of getting
the Chinese mission for Judge O. M. Denny,
although the President has said nothing to
them which nright be construed as favor-
able to Judge Denny. The friends of other
candidates say that Judge Denny will not
get the place.

UNJUST N-GE!I. DOE.

The Statement That He Purchased a
Saddle Horse Out of Public Funds,
The statement made In the newspapers

Some dayes ago te the-effect that General

Doe, ex-assistant secretary of - war, had

purchased a horse for his private use,

which was paid for from publie funds, and
that thie vouchers covering the payment
had been disallowed by the auditor of the
treasury for the War Department, appears
upon investigation to have been founded
upon & misunderstanding of the matter,
and involves an injustice to General Doe,
The facts are that three horses were
purchascd for the use of the War Depart-
ment by Captain J. B. Aleshire, assistant
quarterinaster at Chicago, Ill., and were
shipped to this city, were regularly taken
up ou the returns of the depot ynartermas-
ter and are now, and have been since thelr
purchase, in the service of the War De-

Congress of Techmieal Eduention.
The international congress of technical

FUNERAL OF HORATI® KING

A Distinguished Atténdance at the Impres-
sive Services.

Singing of Hymns of Which the De-

ceaned I"t'-n the J:l-ﬂmn-us Touch=
ing Incident of the Ceremonies.

The funeral of the late Horatio King took
place this afternoon at 3 o'clock from his
late residence, No. 707 H street northwest.
The flags on all public bulldings were at
half-mast today in honor ¢f the late ex-
FPostmaster Generai, and a distingwished at-
tendance listened to the triblute of Rev. Dr.
Alexander Mackay-Smith, Wi® conducted
the servicea, . y

The relatives present were Mr.
widow, his son, Gen. Horatlo C. King; his
daughter, Mrs. Annile A. Cole, amd her
daughter; - his .son, Henry F. King, and
wife; his only surviving brethér, Cyrus 8.
King, wife and daughter; his nephew, Pro-
fersor Theo. 1. King, and wife; his nephew,
Rev. G. M. P. King; hisnlece, Miss Jane
Marla Leavey, and Dr. and Mrs. Thomas
M. Talbot, the latter a sister of Mrs. Hora-
tio King. i X

Mrs. Horatle C. King was so prostrated
by the long ifllness and death of her daugh-
ter, Ethel, who was buried Friday, that
she was unable to attend.

Music was rendered by a female quartet
from the Assembly Church. In é¢ompliance
with the expressed wishes of Mr. King,
two hymns written by himself ‘'on his trips
to Europe in 1867 and 15873 were sung, one
to the tune of “Federal Street,” the other
to original music written for the occasion
by Professor Theo. P. King.

The interment will be private.

ARMY AND NAVY,

Current Notes of Interest Regarding
the Service.

Commander R. B. Bradford has heen de-
tached from command of the Montgomery
and granted leave of absence for one
mecnth., Commander G. A. Converse, now
on duty at the Newport torpedo station,
Las been ordered to command the Mont-
gomery. Lieut. Commander R: Clover has
been ordered to examiration for promotion,
Patrick J. Kane has been appointed acting
beatswain.

Prof. W. W. Hendrickson has been de-
tached from duty as director of the Nau-
tical Almanac and ordered to duty at the
Naval Academy. Prof. Wm. Harkness suc-
ceeéds him as director of the Naulical Al-
manac, i

Capt. I. P. Ware, assistant surgeon, has
been relleved frcm duty at Madison bar-
racks, New York, and ordéred to duty at
Fort Grant, Arizona.

Capt. E. E. Hardin, Tth Infaniry, has
Eeen detalled to attend the encampment
of the Natlonal Guard of New York at
Peeksklill, N. Y., from June 9 to July 31,

Lieuts. Hunter Leggett and John W.
Heavey, Gth Infantry, have been detalled
to aitend the encampment of the Georgia
Velunteers at Griffin, Ga., June 8 to 21.

Lieut, F, L. Parker, 5th C . has
ordered to duty at West Poing, N.Y.

Lieut. Will T. May, 15th Infantry, has
Leen ordered to relieve Lieut, T. M. Defrees,
5th Infantry, of duty with the National
Guard, of Indiana.

Maj,. E. F. Gardner, surgecﬁ&'. has been
granted three months’ léave, and the leave
of Lieut. George W. Cole, 7th Cavalry, has
been extended two months,

The following assignments of officers to
regiments are announced:

Col. Henry C. Cook, to the 3th Infantry;
Lieut. Col! August H. Balnbridge, to the
4th Infantry; Maj. Richard I. Eskridge, to
the 10th Infartry; Capt. Arthur C. Ducat,
to the 24th Infantry, Company K; Capt.

tephen O'Connor, to the 23d Infantry,
Company. H; First Lieut. Henry G. Lyon,
to the 24th Infantry, Company D; First
Lieut. George D, Moore, to the 23d In-
fantry, Company G; Second Liecut. Ira L.
Reeves, to the 17th Infantry, Company E,
Columbus barracks, Ohio; Second Lieut.
Edward S. Walton, to the 18th Infantry,
Company D, Fort Bliss, Texasa.

GEN. BLISS RETIRED.

He Had One Dny's Active fervice ns a
Major Gemneral’ -+
Major Generai Z. R. Bliss, commanding
the department of 'fexas at Ban Antonlo,
was placed on the retired list of the army
today on his own application, under the
forty years' service clause, after one day's
active service as a major general. Col. J.
F. Wade, 5th Cavalry, the senlor officer
present, has been temporarily placad in
command of the department of Texas.
The nomination of Gen. John R. Brooke,
commanding the department of the Mis-
souri at Chicago, as a major general, vice
Bliss, retired, has been made osut at the

War Department and will probably be sent
to the Benate Monday.

General Brooke was jumped by Generals
Wheaton, Forsyth and Bliss, whom he
outranked, in order that. those officers
might be ecabled to retire with the rank
and pay of major generals, In the expect-
ed event of the confirmation of General
Brooke four colonels of the line will be
advanced to the grade of brigadier general
to fill vacancies caused by the recent re-

tirement and promotion of general offi-
cers. (

ARRIVAL OF CAPT, HEYL.

Will Be the Adjutant Gemeral of the
District Natlonal Guard. J

Captain C. H. Heyl of the 23d Infantry,
who Bucceeds Captain Theodore Mosher
of the X2d Infantry- as gdjutaat general
of the militia of the District of Columbia,
has arrived here, pmtury«m assuming
his new duties. His regiment is stationed at
Fort Sam Houston, San nio, Texas,
and he has just arrived that post.
He {8 stopping at 3406 U -uq He report-
ed to the adjutant general §f the army

at the War Department todﬁ
to relieve Captain Mosher .in" a !:m

in order to be on duty e m
during the June encamp ~at %
‘Washington, -

Captain H. J. Slocum of
stationed at Fort Bayard,.
been ordered to special du
‘Ariet militia, will also.
in a few days.

education will be held this year ip London | for Indian
from June 15 to 18. The of Devon- |here as Indizn
shire will be president and r Jobn GorstJ first sinee

resident of the co The Brit- | qualified
I':eh.:;wmt has invited the | 10ave for 1
United BStates -government to mmm‘fﬁ,
gates. mnmmm;_n;-m; there on
cangress. e 8

Naval Movemenis. '

King's-

DEMOCRATIC PLANS

Result of the Senatorial Caucus on
the Tariff Bill.

QPPOSE INTERNAL REVENUE FEATORE

Mr. Gorman Proposes a Substitute
But is Not Supported.

WANT FAIR DISCUSSION

“The democratic senators held a caucus
today and decided to Inaugurate their fight
upon the tariff bill as soon as the bill is
taken up In the Senate by a motion to
strike out the internal revenue features of
the bill relating to beer and tohacco.

This result was reached after a (lscussion
in which practically all the senators pres-
ent participated. The conclusion was unani-
mous that this was the wise and politic
course to pursue. The talk was based large-
1y upon the proposition to increase the tax
upon beer, which was generally criticisad
as am effort to increase the price of “the
poor man’s beverage,” Wwhich was pro-
nounced wholly unjustifiable lr‘l1 time of

nd with §120,000,000 of idle money
ll:'te?hc: rreasury. 'i‘lhe p{:,x‘)osed beer tax was

war S

m')I{’l:le? ?lrl:ee:ug!o: of other features of the
tariff bill was only desultory and no con-
clusion beyond that stated was reach-
ed. The sugar schedule was the subject
of frequeni remark, and there was dis-
cussion of the advisability of offering a
substitute for it, but no conclusion to that
effect was arrived at. It was made ap-
parent that every democratic senator pres-
ent would probably vote agalnst it.

Mr. Gorman Favors a Substitute.

Senator Gorman urged the advisability of
the introduction of a substitute for the
entire bill, and made a speech in support
of the proposition, but if was soon made
apparent that the sentiment of the caucus
was almost unanimous in oppcsition to this
course, and the proposiiion was not press-
ed 1o a vote.

Mr. Gorman gave only a brief outline of
a substitute. He said he thought a bill
could be prepared which would levy a reve-
nue duty on tea and coffee and other arti-
cles which would increase the government
customs receipts sufficiently to make the
Wilson bill satisfactory, and thus score a
point of importance. =

The general sentiment of the caucus was
ofposed to any policy of delay. No set
speceches will be made in opening the de-
bate, and there probably will be no effort
from the democratic side of the chamber
to prevent the taking up of the schedules
immediately after Mr. Aldrich's prelimi-
nary statement is concluded.

The democrats expect that disagreements
will develop among the republicans, and
for this reason no general opinion was ex-
pressed in the caucus as to the time that
will be consumed by the debate.

¥Mr. Gorman's Statement.

At the conclusion of the caucus Senator
Gormar, chairman, gave out the following
slatement concerning it:

“The conference of democratic senators
was held today, and it was unanimously
dagreed by them that, notwithstanding the
delay in furnishing the comparative state-
ments, which would enable them intelli-
gently to consider the bill there would be
no opposition to immediately proceeding
with the consideration of the same on
Tuesday, as they recogniged the business
interests of the country require as speedy a
disposition of the gquestion as is consistent
with an intelligent consideration of the
measure, -

“They were further unanimously of the
opinion that the excessive increases iIn
rates on imported articles provided for
both in the Dingley bill, and as reported to
the Senate should be antagonized only to
the extent of exposing thelr enormities.
Recognizing, however, that the republican
party 18 committed to these increases, the
democrats will be content with only a fair
discussion upon thése propositions.

“The democrats were further unanimous-
ly of the cpinion that they would oppose

the increased tax on beer, tobacco, cigars.

and the other items embraced in the in-
ternal 1evenue schedules. Neither party
was committed to such increases, and there
is no gcvernmental necessity for such in-
creased burdens upon those articles.”

No Needless Obstruction.

The caucus was not largely attended, but
it lasted practically all the afternoon. It
is well understood that they will decide not
to unnecessarily delay action on the tarifr,
and it is belleved that they will place them-
selves in a position to agree upon a time
when a vote may be taken if the republi-
cans press it upon them and are reason-
able in their requests, !

It is probable that they will decide to
vole for the Pettigrew anti-trust resolution.
Senator Aldrich’s Criticism.
Senator Aldrich of the republican side of
the Senate. firance committee expressed
the opinion today, when informed of the
decision of the democrats to move to strike

out the internal revenue part of the bill,
that the motion would fail.

He said It was “most unurual not to say"

uriprecedented,” to attack the last part of
the blll first.. He sald he had heard no
eriticism from any source of the provision
to increase the beer rax.

TO REPRESENT THE ARMY.

Gen, Miles Insiructed to Be Present at
the Queen’s Jubilee.

By direction of the President Secretary

Alger today sent a cable message to Major

. General Miles, commanding the srmy, who

is now at Constantinople, Instructing him
to arrange his affairs so as to enable him
t2 be In T.ondon not later than June 15 to
represent the United States army at the

RECEIPTS FALLING OFF

Presbyterian Ministerial Relief Fund Gradu-
ally Growing Uess.
Instead of Increasing With Member-

ship, Donations to the Fund Have
Continued to Decrease.

EAGLE LAKE, Ind.,, May 22—The Pres-
byterian general assembly today was
openad with devotional exercises, led by
Dr. Samuel T. Studdiford of Trenton, N. J.
Among the papers referred to appropriate
commitiees were four on organization of
Presbyterian churches north and south. The
regular order of the morning was the re-
port of the board of ministerial relief,
which in outline was as follows:

**The receipts last year were $160,854, and
the expenditures §182,264. While the per-
manent fund 8 now large, amounting to
$1,501,783, it was still the Judgment of the
board that it should be very largely in-
creased, and the contributions from
churches and individuals should also be
greatly increased from year to year, for
there was a steady increase in the number
of applications for aid, and the aid granted
ghould in many cases be much larger than
the amounts now given for the support of
those under the care of the board.

“It was painful to notice that since the
centennial fund was raised in 1888 the col-
lections from the churches and Sabbath
sol_:_ools had been gradually falling off. In
1887-88 they ralsed $95,922, and in 1866-97
only $74,091, a decrease of $24,531 in nine
Many of the church sessions think
that because the board had a large perma-
nent fund it did not need annual collec-
Hons from the churches, and the figures
proved this to be a too prevalent opinion,

“The showing was al] the worse, since in
IS8 there were reported but 722071 com-
municants, and in 186 there were 43,716,
While the church was more than one-
fcurth larger than nine years #go, the col-
lections were more than one-fourth less,
And what made the showing appear still
worse was that in 1888 but 564 families
Wwere under the care of the board, and last
vear they had K35, The average gifts of
communicants had fallen from 13 cents
each to about 7% cents each.

““The entire cash receipts from all sources,
ireluding interest, were $IHT,005, a litle less
than 4 per cent of the sum being used for
the expense of administration. The board
was compelled to report an Indebtedness of
$29,911 due to the permanent fund.”

The report was presented by Governor
James A, Mount of Indiana, lay commis-
sicner to the assembly. After reviewing
the work of the year, the committee recom-
mended approval of a change of rule, by
which legacies will be expended for cur-
rent work instead of belng invested in a
permanent fund. Efforts were recommend-
ed to increase contributions to this chari-
table work. The selection of Dr. Benjamin
L. Agnew of Philadelphia as secretary of
the board was approved. The interests of
the board were presented to the assembly
by recently elected Secretary Agnew. The
remaining hour devoted to the subjecl was
occupled by a number of speakers, who

presented the matter from various polnts
of view, 7

——
DUKE CHALLENGES WEST.
Interesting Bout Expected Between
Well-Matehed Pugs.

Specll Dispatch to The Evening Star.
RICHMOND, Va., May 22.—George H.
Duke, weight 165 pounds, of Detroit,
Mich., has challenged W. C. West, whose
welght is also 165 pounds, and who lives in
Richmond, to fight him to a finish for a
purse of 350. West's friends think him
entirely capable of upholding his side in
this match, and are eager and willing to

back him, it is said. The challenge has not
vel been accepted.

—_————

RED MEN ELECT OFFICERS.

Great Council of Virginia Concludes
Its Work at Staunton.
Speelal Dispateh to The Evening Star,

STAUNTON, Va., May 22—At an early
hour yesterday morning the Great Council
of Virginia Red Men adjourned sine die
after a two days’ sesslon. Nex* year Hamp-
ton will be the place of meeting.

The great officers elected are: Sachem,
A. L. Calvert, Roanoke: prophet, J. W. Bac-
chus, Norfolk; senior and junior Sagamore,

tively, C. W. Adams, Newport Ne
and G. A. Tabb, Portsmouth; chief of r‘::-'
vrds, Ira T. Hoit, Norfoik; keeper of wam-
pum, T. M. Gilliam, Petersburg,

Representatives to Grand Council to meet
at Philadelphia, J. W. Bacchus and 0. F,
Wise, Richmond; trustees, C. E. Wells,
Manchester; C. E. Hill, Richmond, and R.

th, Norfolk; tannap, E. R. Sti-
ares, Lynchburg; mishenewa, J. E. Coles,
Norfolk; guard of wigwam, 8. 8. Lee; Buard
of forest, J. L. Wilson, Chinchoteaque.

—_——
LETTER FROM THE POPE,

Important Ruling Regarding Cholce
of Church by Parishioners,

CHICAGO, May 22 —Information wes cb-
tained "today that Rome has just trans-
mitted to the Catholic Church In the
United States the most slgnificant ruling
of recent years bearing on ecclesiastical
mmatters in America.

The decision, which has reference to par-

ishes made up of foreigners, is literally as
follows:
“L Children born in America of fo

reign
parenis, whose native language is not t
English, are not obliged, g

for who continue to speak the lan-

guage & foreign country.”

Thoeﬂdentpurmeof?mhmmh
o

THE LAW IS FAVORED

But a Change is Wanted in Civil Ser-
vice Rules,

L PROPOSED EIGHY YEARS YRR

Testimony Before the Senate In-
vestigating Committee.

I —
VIEWS OF SOME OFFICIALS

The Senate committee on civil service and
retrenchment  resumed its hearings this
morning. Those present were Senator
Pritchard, Senator Chilton, Senator Elkins
and President Procter and Examiner Wales
of the ecivil service commission,

A letter was recelved from Mr. Wilson,
the acting commissioner of internal reve-
nue, relailve to the workings of the civil
service law In that bureau. After stating
the number of ewployes of the internal
revenue service whe are In the classified
service, Mr. Wilson says:

Favors Certain Exemptions.,

“It Is believed that some amendments
might be nade to the civil service rules
with advantage to the service. Rule 4
should be modified s0 as to increase the
number of excepted places in the Internal
revenue service. The positions of chief
deputy and cashier should bhe excepted in
every district, and in the larger revenue
producing districts, where the collections
reach twelve or fifteen milllons annually,
the ecollector should have the unrestricted
choice of a larger number of his subordi-
nates. * v *

“I algo recommend that civil service rule
IX be modified s0 that vacancies in the
internal revenue service caussd hy death
or voluntary resignation, and places estab-
lished by the allowance of additional Yorce,
may be filled in the discretion of the nomi-
nating officer by the relngiatement of for-
mer employes separated from the service
through no fault of their own, without re.

gard to the length of time the person
recommended for reinstatement has been
separated from the service. = = »

“I do not recommend thit the civil serv-
ice law be repealed or amended. The merit
system Jis a valuable one. * * ] belleve
that with suitable modifications of existing
rules tle law can be brought inta harmony
with good sense and good adminisira-
tion, * *

Favors a Fixed Tenure of Office.

“In connection with the subject of this
letter I beg to suggest a provision of law,
€ither an amendment to an existing law or
an independent act, fixing a term of office
for all classified employes of the govern-
ment, so that each appolntee after successs
fully passing his probationary term shall
be appointed for a term of years, not lesa
than four nor more than clght, and shall
not be removable except for delinquency or
misconduct during such term, persons thus
appointed to be eligible, in the discretion of
the appointing officer, for reappoiniment on
the expiration of the term <f office thus
fixed, their eligibility to be determined upon
thelr official record. Under such a law It
would be practicable to weed out incap-
ables from the service at the end of a fixed
time, while the hope of reappointment
woulll be a greater stimulus than is now
afforded to zealuns performance of duty
and progressive eflicicncy on the part of
Lhe competent.

“Such amendment would alsp relieve the
civil service law of the criticilsm attachiag
to it in the minds of many, that it cre-
ates a life tenure in the classified service
contrary to the will of (e people and the
genius of our Institutions. * * * * Home
of the Iron-clad rales made by the com-
mission have been more hurtful than help-
fui to the reform, and have not been in
the interest of good service. A liberaliza-
ticn ef the rules, combined with a thorough
ron-pariisan application of them, will com-
mend the law to the people. ® * ®* The
remedy for wrongs permitted by the ecivil
service commisston during any administra-
tion is not to be found in evasion of the
law inder the next administration, but
stch wrongs should be remedied in a
straightforward and direct manner. The
suggesticns contained In this letter are
made from a purely business standpoint
with a full and hearty recognition of the
value of a falthful and non-nparti=an ad-
ministration of the civil service law as an
Instrument of good government,”

Comminsioner Butterworth's Views.

A letter wes also recelved from Maj. But-
terworth, commissioner of patents, in which
he says:

“In my judgment the civil service law
should not be repealed. It i salutary and
its influence Is to raise a political contest
above the plane of a mere struggle for
spoils. Under its operation clerkships in
the public service and a vast number of
other positions have ceased 1o be mere po-
litical junk to be used by politiclans to pay
for partisan service, often corruptly ren-
dered. It would be disastrous to good gov-
ernmeént 1o return to the old spoils system,
which had become a stench in the nostrils
of every lover of honest and capable ad-
ministration.
“But 1 am convinced that the rules should
be modified and restricted so as to operaie
as originally intended by the friends and
advocates of reform in the civil
who sought practical results in administra-
tilon rather than to
with theories which,

ﬁmpomlwlt:r
strative authority essen to
duce desirable results." - o i
oner Buterworth devoted -
siderable space to advocating the iluunm-
bility I:ift permitting heads of departments

to sc their executive staff,
o i regardless

commission. In
<course of his letier he refers to the action
of the last administration in putting this

class of employes under civil service
and adde *“that ref onsrrr'l::.r
mortis has set in is not e




